Follow us on Twitter. 
It's a great way to keep in 
touch and find out about 


deadlines and our latest 
advertising offers! 
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IT IS BACK! After a two 
year absence, hundreds of 
families flocked to Blackbird 
Leys Park to enjoy the return 
of Leys Fair. 

The event was organised 
by the Oxfordshire Play 
Association, who are 
passionate about play, and 
say: “Playing is magic for 
all ages, it excites, inspires, 
develops, challenges, raises 
confidence and, above all, it 
makes us feel happy.” 

And a happy day it was! 
Packed full of free fun and 
entertainment for all the 
family; Go Karting, Body 
Zorbing, climbing walls, 
bouncy castles and D.I.Y face 
painting were just a few of the 
80 activities on offer and most 
were available free of charge. 

OPA are known for running 
play events and training 
throughout Oxfordshire, 
including one in Blackbird 
Leys Park last year, which 
was enjoyed by all those who 
attended, subsequently they 
were asked by the local parish 
council to organise the return 
of the fair, which they have 
been happy to do. 

Organiser Jane Gallagher 
said: “It’s wonderful to see 
so many families having fun 
together in the park, it’s like 
an extended play day, with 
food stalls, local produce, 
arts and crafts, live music and 
entertainment too!” 

The fair was funded 
with £10,000 of donations 
from Blackbird Leys Parish 
council and Oxford City 
Council; Northfield Brook 
councillors Steven Curran and 
Scott Seamons, and County 
Councillors Rae Humberstone 
and Val Smith donating £2,000 
between them from their 
community pot. Funding also 
came through the housing 
association GreenSquare 
and a Community First Grant. 
The majority of the money 
raised at this year’s fair will 
go towards financing the fair 
next year. 

So after a two year break, a 
tradition returns and after this 
year’s success it looks set to 
return again and again! 


Ella aged 3 and brother Ryan 2 enjoy an Ice Cream at Leys Fair 
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More Leys Fair Photos Autumn feasting and Church of Oxford Wheels of Gory 
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Letter from the Editor 


Hello! 


SO, here we are definitely 


heading for autumn and 
before we know it, half 


term will be here! | know it 
only seems like we have all 
been back at school for five 
minutes so if you are already 
panicking about how you 

are going to keep your little 
darlings busy during the 
week off, look no further as 
we have loads of ideas to get 


you started! 


We are always very lucky 


to have fabulous future 


journalists join us at Leys 
News for a few days of work 
experience. Jai, our latest 


recruit had a great time 


with us so look out for the 
results in this month’s paper. 
Together with Lucy another 


recent recruit, we have 
pretty much got autumn 


By Jai Hooshmand 


THE latest Oxford 
Community Media work 
experience student, Jai 
Hooshmand, got a lot 
more than he bargained 
for when he joined us for 
a few days! 


When | applied to do some 
work experience with Leys 
News, | was expecting a 
routine of coffee refills, 
photocopying, and maybe 
the chance to write a ten 
word article on something 
that would never see the 
light of day. What | didn’t 
expect was to be properly 
involved in much of the 
publishing process itself, 
from writing, to editing, to 
print! 

| realised that the 
process of putting out a 
newspaper is hard work, 
and everyone from the 
designing of the page 
layouts to the people writing 
the stories are equally 
crucial to the publication. 
I'd always been interested 
in exploring journalism as 
a possible future career 
path, but I’m not one of 
those people who know 
exactly what they want to 
do in later life, so doing 
work experience here 
with Oxford Community 
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VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDE 


BROOKFIELD CHRISTIAN CARE 
HOME is a care home for elderly 
people that provides nursing and 
dementia care. Volunteers are needed 
to support the work of the home in 
either a befriending or activity capacity. 

Brookfield provides a range of 
high quality care, accommodation and 
support services for older people all 
across the UK, and its work is under- 
pinned by strong ethos. 

The services at Brookfield are 
founded on love, compassion and 
respect, and the home is well- 
managed and professional, focussing 
on nurturing a person’s spiritual and 
physical wellbeing 

The mission of the staff is to 
improve the quality of life of older 


MORE EXPERIENCE 
I IMAGINED! 


wrapped up with features on 
Halloween and activities in 
and around Oxford for the 
whole family to enjoy. 

We also have a fab centre 
spread of photos from this 
year’s Leys Fair, thanks to 
volunteers Cait Sweeney, 
Trio Watson and Janet 
Pavelin and David Potter who 
spent the day representing 
Leys News and snapping 
away. 

Along with our regular 
columnists and loads of 
local news, Leys News is 
always a great read! 

Have a great month! 


people. 

Carolyn Tasker Volunteer Co- 
ordinator said: “We respect every 
person as a unique individual, we 
support each person to enjoy living 
life to the full and we are focussed on 
nurturing a person’s spiritual as well as 
physical wellbeing.” 

Could you be a volunteer? 
However much time you can spare will 
enhance the life of an elderly person 


Best wishes within your community. 


Sowa For more information contact Carolyn 
or Sharyn on 01865 779888 for a chat 


and an application form. 


Media has really helped 
me to broaden my horizons 
both in terms of future 
opportunities, and fully 
recognising that | really 
enjoyed this line of work. 

As well as that, 
researching topics to 
write about really showed 
another side of Oxford; 
plays, music, and other 
events and places around 
town that | would never 
have thought to have visited 
or experienced. Writing 
this at the end of summer 
school is on the horizon, 
and I’ve now got a host of 
other events that | can look 
forward to for the next few 
months! 

The work done here at 
Oxford Community Media 
really is invaluable, and | 
was delighted that the work 
started by Leys News has 
spread to many other com- 
munities as well, both in 
and out of Oxford. The work 
they do extends 
beyond just publishing 
this newspaper, but they 


+ 


before. | hope | can return 
to volunteer here again, 
and | encourage anyone 
reading this to as well, as 
volunteers and even just 
for work experience — you 
won't regret it. 


also train many volunteers 
around the South of Eng- 
land so that they too can 
start another community 
newspaper, supported by 
Oxford Community Media 
all the way. 


| really enjoyed my time 
here with Leys News, | 
learnt about the process of 
producing a paper, | learnt 
about what | enjoyed in 
this field, and | learnt more 
about Oxford than | had 


Oxford Half 
Marathon 


OX4 at The Oxford Academy will be 


The winner of last 
month's colouring 
competition is 
Charlie Andrews 
aged 11. 


welcoming the Oxford Half Marathon on 
Sunday 13 October. 

Bring family and friends along to 
watch the race and get involved ina 
host of other fun activities including 
bouncy castle for the kids, music and 
refreshments. 
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FULL Circle is an Oxfordshire charity 
which promotes and increases the 
opportunities for positive contact 
between children, young people 

and older people. It brings people of 
different ages together for one hour a 
week in small supervised groups, with 
the aim of nurturing understanding, 
respect and friendship between 
generations. Full Circle currently 
runs groups in 18 schools, over the 
lunchtime period, in Oxfordshire. 


working with all three primary schools 
on the Leys to involve a number of 
local people over the age of 50 ina 
regular intergenerational group in each 
school. Each session will take place 
from 12noon-1pm on a set day with 
participants having lunch together 
and enjoying a combination of making 
things, craft activities, conversation 
and playing games. The session will 
be supervised by an experienced 
teaching assistant who will ensure 


regarding the groups' content on 


From this autumn, Full Circle willbe that there is a strong emphasis on 
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Is your electric 


blanket safe? 


Get a free 
safety check 
before you 
use your 
blanket this 
winter at: 


Oxford 7 October 
Oxford 21 October 


To book your safety check appointment call 0845 051 0845 option 4 


or email: communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
Pre-booked appointments only on a strictly first come first served basis 


oo. oa ol 
i ——i id 


Cet Sorereng Ee 


OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 


News from 
Orinoco 


THE Orinoco Scrap Store has big 
boxes back in stock, as well as plenty of 
paper coffee cups and chalkboard paint 
Chalkboard paint. 

Scrapmaster Melanie is taking bookings 
NOW for the Autumn term. Groups can 
book an hour long scrap art or plaster and 
clay session for £80. Melanie will be with 
you for two hours to allow time for setting 
up and tidying away. For longer sessions 
add £20 per hour. All Orinoco Scrapmasters 
are VBS checked, insured and inspired. 

Melanie is available for early years, 
parents and children playing together and 
after-school clubs. To find out more and 
check her availability email bookings@ 
oxorinoco.org or submit a booking enquiry 
online. 

The Scrapmobile has had a very 
busy summer attending Playdays across 
Oxfordshire. This year the team also 
started supporting KS2 project work with 
scrap design days. Prices start at £300 
for a Scrapmaster and a van full of stuff 
(including all the scissors, glue and paint 
required). 


For further details of the Scrapmobile 
service call Howie Watkins on 07771 
708178 or email howie@oxorinoco.org 


RCLE 


relationship-building and fostering 
respect, trust and understanding, as 
well as on people having a lot of fun. 
Full Circle are keen for participants 
to take a lead in making decisions 


the basis of their own interests and 
knowledge of the community’s needs. 


More information can be found on Full 
Circle’s website, www.fullcircleoxon. 
org.uk, or by ringing 01865 246456. 
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New play 
area opened 


THE NEW play area at Blackbird Leys Park has been 
officially opened. 

The playground was re-opened in June following a 
£130,000 revamp that saw the addition of a double zip 
wire, jungle swing, sand-pit, climbing wall, new paths 
and fencing. 

The park hosted the revived Leys Fair. Councillor 
Mark Lygo, Board Member for Parks, Sports and 
Events, said: "The new play area is fantastic and 
provides a great new resource for children and families 
who live in Blackbird Leys and the surrounding areas. 

"The revamped play area adds to the park, which 
has recently been awarded Green Flag status, and will 
been enhanced further by the fitness trail that we are 
adding to the park.” 

Blackbird Leys Park was recently awarded Green 
Flag status and will soon see further improvements 
totalling £81,750 including £50,000 funded by WREN 
(Waste Recycling Environmental Limited). 

The improvements will see new tree avenues, 
footpaths, a picnic area and fitness trail which will form 
part of Oxford City Council's GO Active Fit Trails. 

The new fitness trail will create a local route linking 
Blackbird Leys to Gillians Park and Spindleberry Park 
where additional fitness stations will be located. 

Work has also started on the new swimming pool 
complex in Blackbird Leys. The new facility will be 
linked to the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre and will 
comprise of a 25 metre main pool, a teaching pool with 
a moveable floor enabling improved programming, a 
toddlers' splash pool, a sauna and a soft play area. 

This work alongside the new pavilion at Blackbird 
Leys Park is part of a wider regeneration project to 
develop high quality public spaces in Blackbird Leys. 

The play area improvement work is the final part 
of Oxford City Council's play area refurbishment 
programme. The programme, which was originally 
budgeted at £2.5million, has benefited from over 
£600,000 of additional fund raising over the course of 
the three years which now brings the total investment 
made by the city to £3.1million. 


To find out more information about the Play 
Improvement Programme visit www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
playarearefurbishment 


COMPETITION: Design 
a logo for The Leys 
Community Market 


THE Leys Community Market is in need of a logo and the 
organisners would like you to design it. Designs can be hand 
drawn, painted, or created with a computer. Use a simple colour 
scheme of black and/or one or two bold colours. 

All entries will create the fantastic Leys Community Market 
Logo Wall, an exhibition at the November market. Shoppers, stall 
holders, volunteers and local public will be able to vote for their 
favorite design...what a great way to enjoy some local talent. 

The winner will have their logo professionally produced, 
to help establish the market's identity. We're excited by all the 
potential designs in store...so what are you waiting for? 

Computer designers: email your logo in JPG, Tiff or PDF 
format to: leyscommunitymarket@moonfruit.com 


Paper, pen and paint lovers, post your entry to: Logo 
Competition, Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, Oxford 
OX4 7BX 


Name: 
Address: 


Tel Number 
Age if under 16: 
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Closing date Friday 15 November 

J 
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Fashion on the Leys 


with Natalie Wallace 


» Make ‘em wink 


WELL it didn’t take long for the lack of |= One of my favourite new trends for 


a Indian summer to knock itself on the autumn/winter is the very grown up 
Fas h ion head and make way for autumn did it? —_ twist on baby pink. Lots of designers 
There is a silver lining though, it’s showcased the girly hue on coats, 
at sch ool now cold enough to get out the winter check Mulberry and super-chic French 
pjs, woolly bed socks, favourite hot brand Celine, and this is the quickest 


chocolate mug and curl up on the sofa. _ way to update your look. Outerwear this 
for Downton Abbey, give me a YES! winter should be of the tailored variety 
and have a smart edge. This cocoon 
coat (2) from Primark is exactly what 
you need! 
The coolest way to wear pink over 


THE summer holidays over and 
another year of school has started and 
| am sure we are not looking forward to 
wearing the same uncomfortable and 
boring uniform every day! However, 


school uniform doesn't have to be a . . : 
fashion disaster it can be a challenge the next seen is mo noughen Tap. Sel 
and a chance to be more creative! this lace pink top (3) from George with 


Someotthe mostrecentrends a black leather pencil skirt and boots Cool gi ris are reading IT 


for a grown-up girlish look. If you were . 
; : MODERN style icon and Mulberry 
really over wearing pastel pink when 
y gP P muse Alexa Chung has released 


you outgrew your baby onesie, choose : oh es 
a dusky raspberry pink instead. This Ret Book ta It . jeumel: 
shift (1) also from George has a subtle aiyle calles Oty ar Wy nnd: 
flamenco ruffle for double on- trend we : eels ai a fle 
points. Metallic fabrics are still in but ay peat ee f 
choose a coloured fabric rather than ie ri ei pire pantie 
the typical silver and gold for the new seen es poe 9 ie pe 
look. This envelope clutch (4) from eames dq rahe 
been rather handy during those 


Internacionale is a great update for ey il h 
evening, awkward teenage girl years when 


were Superdry coats, Ray-Bans 

and Cath Kidston bags which are all 
quite expensive items to buy. The 
Ray-Ban sunglasses don't have to 

be real, and just because they don't 
have the logo on doesn’t mean they 
aren't trendy. Buying cheap clothes and 
accessorises from shops like Primark 
and New Look is a great idea because 
they are cheaper than some of the high 
fashion brands and still very on trend. 


If you have to wear school uniform the mere thought of wearing 
it is nice to stand out and be individual anything unapproved by the 
with your uniform. A good way to do popular girls would send us into a 
this is to read fashion magazines and minefield of stress induced acne 
look at websites that give you ideas to f and anxiety attacks. Although she 
interpret into your own look. didnt set out to be role model for young girls, her voice exudes 
In every school there are always confidence in her own individual style which should resonate in 
new trends going round, and even if ; teen girls and confirm to them that it's ok to stray away from the 
your school is super strict on uniform it crowd. Older girls will certainly relate too. 


you just have to find a way to be 
individual without breaking the rules. 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


and no joining fee 
Wi Idn’t be 
becoming @ 
simpler. Join 
2013 and rece 
Lifestyle Packas 


ive af 
e worth over £50. 


com/goodhealth for details 


isure Centre 


tre ° Blackbird Leys Le 


ool « Ferry Leis 
noe Pool ° oxford Ice sue 
y Pools & Fitness Cen Y 


parton Leisure Cen 


Blackbird L 
Hinksey OU 
Temple Cowle 


| 
Ousion | Fusion Lifestyle is a registered charity working in partnership with Oxford City Council to manage your local leisure facilities. 
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Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


Rock Nativity [> 


A MOMENT of laughter 
among some of the 25 
residents who took part 

in a workshop for the 
musical, 'Rock Nativity’. It is 
scheduled for mid-December 
at the Church of the Holy 
Family. 

The success of last year's 
community production of 
Joseph and his Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat' has 


prompted the Blackbird Leys 


Choir and others to take up a 


new challenge. 

At the time of going 
to press the production 
company still needs a 
young female singer, about 
15 years old, to take the 
part of Mary. All residents 
are welcome to the next 


rehearsal which is at 6.30pm 


on Wednesday 2 October 


at the Church of the Holy 
Family in Blackbird Leys 
Road. Each weeks two- 
hour rehearsals will be at 
the same time and place. 
Child-care will be provided 
if children of budding 
thespians are too young to 
take part. 


For more details contact 
Sasha on 07917704320 


Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


KNOCK, 
KNOCK! 


It’s everyone’s 
worst nightmare 
to have a bailiff 
knocking on the 
door. 


Don't panic, there is still 
time to sort things out if you 
act promptly. 


Ways to stop bailiff 
action: 

®@ Get a county court 
warrant suspended 

@ Pay the debt off in full 

® Negotiate with the 
creditor to pay by 
instalments 

@ Negotiate with the bailiffs 
to pay by instalments 

® Negotiate with the council 
to pay back council tax 
arrears. 

If you receive a letter 
warning you that bailiffs 
have been instructed, don’t 
ignore it. Your debt will just 
get bigger if you ignore it 
because bailiffs charge 
fees. 

If you need help dealing 
with bailiffs, come to the 


Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre. Our advisers are 
experienced in dealing with 
creditors and bailiffs. 


Remember... 

You do not have to let 
bailiffs into your house. 
They cannot normally enter 
by force. 

Bailiffs can only come 
in if you let them—unless 
you have let them in before 
about the same debt. Keep 
doors and windows locked; 
if they are open this counts 
as letting them in. If you 
have a car, keep it out of 
view. 

If you have let the 
bailiffs in, they will identify 
the goods they want to 
take and write them down 
in a walking possession 
agreement. 

Once you have signed 
this, the bailiffs will have 
control over all the goods 
in the list and can come 
back to your home at a later 
stage to remove them. 

You can use them in the 
meantime but you must not 
remove or sell any of the 
items listed. If you refuse to 
sign the walking possession 
agreement, the bailiffs 
can remove the goods 
immediately. 


What bailiffs can’t 
take: 

® Clothing 

®@ bedding 

® essential household 
equipment 

@ furniture that you need for 
basic domestic needs 

@ tools, books, vehicles and 
other equipment which you 
need for your work 

@ items that are still being 
paid for on hire purchase 
and conditional sale 

@ things that belong to 
your partner - but they 

can normally take things 
that you own jointly with 
someone else 

@ things that belong to your 
children 


If the bailiff seizes any 

of these items, or you 
think they have not acted 
properly do come to the 
centre for advice. 


Lifvistmg the comnunit 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre, 96 Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HS. 
Telephone: 01865 770206 Email: asac.reception@blackbirdleysnss.co.uk 
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I'M SURE most of us prefer the summer 
season—longer days, warmer weather, 
more lazing around and just generally 
much more fun! 

As we head into October the clocks 
will soon be changing and we'll all be 
heading off in the dark of the morning and 
home well after the sun goes down. 

Well, perhaps if the bus was on time 
| might stand half a chance of getting 
indoors before | have to stick the light 
on! The weather will be much colder and 
those stupid eight o’clock in the morning 
arguments with your family about who left 
the heating on last night will start up once 
again. 

But as always there’s something to 
look forward to—warm cups of tea, warm 
jumpers, chocolate, some more chocolate 
and probably more chocolate! And then 
after Christmas we can go back to all the 
sun and the long days and the ridiculous 
barbeques and bonfires! 

Well, when | say sun, we weren't 
too bad this year in terms of weather... 
hopefully next year will see an 
improvement yet again! 

October also means that many of us 
youngsters (rapidly aging towards adult 
hood though mind!) are back at school, 
college or work. | myself am back at 


GROWING UP GRUMPY 


Back to winter...sigh 


College smack bang in the middle of 
Oxford, which normally means narrowly 
escaping being hit by busses or cyclists 
trying to break the land speed record, 
rushing through Westgate to avoid the 
rain and getting in the way of some poor 
French man’s camera whilst he innocently 
attempts to take photos of our very posh 
(but still very nice) architecture. 

Having battled our way through all 
of the above, we finally arrive in front 
of a grumpy tutor to find that we're late! 
One bizarre thing that irritates me, (it’s 
good to rock the boat and ask questions 
remember) is that on a Monday | have 
three hours of no lessons—yet being 
ten (possibly thirty) minutes late for an 
8:45am start the same day sends the 
tutors absolutely barking! 

Madness! 

But then | suppose looking at the 
positive side; it is three hours to get all of 
my college work completed. 

| really like to use that extra time to 
forward my studies. AS IF! I’m straight 
off for the high street for one of the finest 
milkshakes | can find, followed by a 
nice packet of donuts on offer in some 
supermarket. |’ll do the work on the bus 
the next morning.Probably... 


Blackbird Leys Parish Council 


Meeting Dates 


M@ Tuesday 29 October, 7.00pm 
in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre 


Parish Councillors 


Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), 
Brian Lester, Tanya Prescott, Chris Hatton, Cyril 
Martin, Sheila Smith and Pat Stannard 


For further details telephone (9am-5pm) 
01865 716943 
Mail to: Parish Council, c/o 13 Bailey 


Road, Oxford OX4 3HU 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 
minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go 


to the community website 


www.leysonline.net 


6] Leys News 


October 2013 


Quick and easy 
toffee apples 


Before going trick-or- 
treating this Halloween, 
make some toffee apples 
to enjoy! Here’s a quick 
and easy recipe we 
found: 


Ingredients: 

@ 8 apples 

@ 400 grams of golden 
caster sugar 

@ 1 teaspoon of vinegar 
@ 4 tbs of golden syrup 


Method: 

1. Place the apples ina 
large bowl, then cover 
with boiling water (you 
may have to do this in 2 
batches depending on 
the size of your bowl). 
This will remove the waxy 
coating and help the tasty 
caramel to stick better! 
Dry the apples 
thoroughly and twist 

off any stalks. Push a 
wooden skewer or lolly 
stick into the stalk end of 
each apple — this will be 
what you hold to eat it, so 
choose well! 

2. Lay out a sheet of 
baking parchment and 
place the apples on this, 


bs 


close to your stovetop. 
Tip the sugar into a pan 
along with 100ml of water 
and set over a medium 
heat. Cook for 5 mins 
until the sugar dissolves, 
then stir in the vinegar 
and syrup. Set a sugar 
thermometer in the pan 
and boil to 140C or ‘hard 
crack’ stage. If you don’t 
have a thermometer you 
can test the toffee by 
pouring a little into a bowl 
of cold water. It should 
harden instantly and, 
when removed, be brittle 
and easy to break. If you 
can still squish the toffee, 
continue to boil it. 

3. Working quickly and 
carefully, dip and twist 
each apple in the hot 
toffee until covered, let 
any excess drip away, 
then place on the baking 
parchment to harden. 
You may have to heat 
the toffee a little if the 
temperature drops and 

it starts to feel thick and 
viscous. Leave the toffee 
to cool before eating. Can 
be made up to two days 
in advance, but make 
sure you store them ina 
dry place! 
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By Jai Hooshmand 


ALL HALLOW’S EVE, or as we 
like to call it, Halloween, is an 
ancient festival that dates back 
to around 40 AD and is thought 
to have been started by the 
Celtic tribes of Britain. Today, the 
event is celebrated throughout 
the world every 31 October, 
seen more as a popularised 
secular festival than having very 
much to do with the Church, 
despite its many early Christian 
influences. While all of us look 
forward to the fun and festivities 
on the day, how much do you 
actually know about Halloween 
itself? 

The name comes from a 
shortening of the longer “All 
Hallow's Evening”, which refers 
to the Christian feast day of Alll 
Hallows, or All Saints, and the 
festival has had many influences 
through its long history, from 
harvest festivals as well as 
festivals for the dead and the 
dying. Many people believe that 
that time of year was used as it 
marked the end of the harvest 
season and the beginning of 
autumn, or the darker half of the 
year, where the cold and harsh 
winter time 
was coming in. In a time without 
central heating or double 


Fk 
self for wor 


We have lots of different courses to suit everyone! 


Courses on offer. 


6 Managing your own Money © Vanety the Spice of Life ®& Problem-Sohang 
6 Inteniew Skills @ AM You Ever Wanted to Know about Being Assertive 


© Ways to |mprove Your Oem Confidence ® Alcohol Awareness ® Drug 


AT eneSS 


S Keeping Stress at Bay © Creative Writing © Using the intemet and Leaming io Email 
© Using a Computer for the First Time 
© Using Desktop Publishing Software to Greate Publications © Introduction te Excel 
® Using PowerPoint to Greale Presentaiions. 
@Pnnciples of Using Whitten and Spoken English 
© Poncples of Using Mathematical Technaques 


For more infomation about courses at Ruskin, vei our website or contact 


glazed windows, this was an 
important time to take stock of 
supplies, begin making coats 
and furs, and preparing animal 
and vegetable food to be stored 
for the winter. Some ancient 
legends said that it was a time 
where the door to the ‘other 
world’ was opened for the dead 
and for other mythical creatures 
to enter into our world, to revisit 
their families and old homes, 

or just to cause mischief! This 
is believed to be how many of 
Halloween’s traditions came 
about, like dressing up and 
carving pumpkins (we used to 
carve turnips!), both of which 
were methods of warding off evil 
spirits and creatures. 

Costume wearing originally 
started for people to disguise 
their identities from mischievous 
and evil spirits, or even to try and 
scare them away. The usage 
of costumes on Halloween is 
the same throughout the world, 
although now there is a more 
exciting variety of costumes 
available, including celebrities 
and even fruit! Another 
Halloween tradition is to carve 
out pumpkins with faces and 
leave them outside your house. 
This started originally as a way 
of lighting the roads and street 
on the night of Halloween, as 


Autumn feasting and Halloween 


well as representing evil spirits 
so that others would be scared 
away from your home. Another 
legend is that a trickster named 
Jack decided one day to trick 
the Devil. He trapped the Devil 
in a pumpkin and paraded him 
around town. Eventually, Jack 
let the Devil out and the Devil 
put a curse on Jack and forever 
made him a spirit in hell. On 
Halloween, Jack is released to 
terrorise the country all night. 
To protect themselves, the Irish 
would place a pumpkin with a 
face outside to scare Jack into 
believing it was the Devil, and 
this is where the name Jack ‘O 


Lantern comes from! Yet no 
Halloween night is complete 
without trick-or-treating, which 
is the most popular activity for 
children on Halloween! Dress 
up in a costume and go around 
houses shouting “trick-or-treat?” 
on Halloween is sure to get you 
lots of sweets and chocolate. 
Other traditional activities 
include lighting bonfires, 
costume parties, visiting 


‘haunted’ places, apple bobbing, 


playing pranks, watching films 
and telling scary stories, which 
are just some of the reasons 
why we love Halloween! 


Autumn fun with the family 


By Lucy Patchett 


IT IS the season of fire coloured leaves 
and blustery walks in the park! Autumn is a 
great time to get the family together and try 
out some new season activities. 


Nature walks 

As the autumn is so full of changes in nature 
it's an ideal time to take your children on 
some nature walks and explore the different 
wildlife. Try collecting different leaves, twigs 
and flowers and help them make a collage 

or scrapbook with tissue paper, colours and 
glitter. If anything, they'll always enjoy jumping 
in the puddles with their willies! 

Some great places for walking and biking 
include: Charlbury Secret Forest Ride, 
Wychwood circular walks, Grandpont Nature 
walk and Stoke Wood near Bicester. 

For more places in Oxford look up http:// 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/ 
walks-and-rides 


Hallowe’en 

Hallowe'en is on the horizon so it’s time to 

get preparing those spooky decorations and 
costumes. You can start making decorations 
like 'welcome' trick or treat signs, hanging bats, 
spooky paper cutouts, and when the time 
comes everyone can try their hand at carving 
some supernatural images into the hallowe’en 
pumpkins. 

For inspiration and instructions on how 

to make all things hallowe’en visit http:// 
www.parentsconnect.com/parenting- 
your-kids/halloween-ideas/homemade- 
halloween-decorations.html and http://www. 
marthastewart.com/276965/halloween 


Autumn Eating 
There are many spices and foods that come 
to mind when we think of autumn: cinamon, 


gingerbread men, pumpkin and blackberries; 
all of which can involve the children in cooking 
activities or even picking fruits. 

Gingerbread men is a fun recipe to do with 
the kids as it’s easy, like cake making but with 
so much more decorating—the kids' favourite 
part, along with eating the left-over batter of 
course. You can even make them hallowe’en 
themed by drawing witch hats or ghost looks 
on with icing. 

There are some creative autumn cupcake 
recipes for families that like to experiment 
a bit: Blue witch hat cupcakes, Chocolate 
skeleton cupcakes, and my personal favourite 
Snickerdoodle toffee buttercream cupcakes. 
To find your favourite check out 
www.cupcakepedia.com 


Family Fun 
There are some exciting family events during 
this autumn including. There is Halloween 
Entertainment at Blenhiem Palace (26 Oct 
to 3 Nov). At the Oxford University Museum 
of Natural History there is 'Slime Time’ for 
the kids who want to try out some monster 
experiments (26 Oct, 11am—2pm, children cost 
£5 while accompanying adults are free). 
Halloween activities around Oxford are 
extensive this year, here are a but a few to get 
the kids hyped up for the season: Ghost Fest 
and Frightful Family Fun at the Oxford Castle 
Unlocked (7 to 31 Oct), The Maze of Bones 
at the Marlborough Maze, Pleasure Gardens 
(23 to 31 Oct), and The Great Pumpkin Hunt 
at the Waterperry Gardens (23 to 31 Oct). 
For more thrilling outings check out: http:// 
www.oxfordcityguide.com/ee2/index. php?/ 
OCG_spotlight/article/halloween_in_oxford/). 


mail@leysnews.co.uk | phone: 01865 711756 


Blackbird Leys Adventure Playground (BLAP) 


Time for nourishing soups 


I 


SOME BLAP children are becoming 
keen gardeners. They have been 
protective of the vegetables they 
planted earlier in the year. They are 
now harvesting their labours. The 
soup Ranu (above) is preparing for 
all at BLAP contained sweet corn, 
carrots, tomatoes and beans that 


day. 


OX4 HIRE! 


OX4 at The Oxford 
Academy has been 
offering its extensive 
facilities to the local 
community this summer. 

Oxford United Football 
Club (OUFC) has hosted its 
youth summer programme 
there and OUFC continues 
to use the 3G Dome 
and astro pitches for its 
youth and ladies training 
programmes. 

The Oxford Academy 
opened its doors for the 
second time to the English 


flexible spaces. 


Second Successful 
Summer School 


AROUND the world in ten days 
was the theme of this year’s free 
two-week programme, which was 
designed to raise the aspirations 
of new starters to the Academy 
and ease transition to secondary 
education. 

Students from seven primaries took 
part in a range of exciting activities from 
African music making at Oxford’s Pitt 
Rivers Museum to continental cookery 
sessions with the Dragon School. 

The group also took part in a junior 
style Apprentice with global IT Company, 


they had grown. 

BLAP opens every school day 
from 3—5.30pm and will be open 
over half term from 10am—4pm each 


BLAP is always on the lookout 
for volunteers wanting to work with 
the children or help in a practical 


Youth Ballet Company as 
55 young dancers from 
Oxfordshire rehearse for 

a new production of Swan 
Lake. The Company chose 
OX4 for its wide open and 


Sarah Richards, 
Business Development 
Coordinator said: “OX4 
has been a popular venue 
for Asian weddings and 
can cater for a range of 
special occasions. We 
have also been home to 
a variety of other dance, 


DIY way. We police check and offer 
training for all those working with 
children. 


For more details of the work of 
BLAP please contact Alston 
Quammie on 01865 236646 
or 07530 933690 


sport and music events. 

We have just refurbished 
our Hair and Beauty salon 
and have a fully equipped 
Food Technology suite. Our 
facilities are available to hire 
at competitive rates.” 


OX4 


at The OXPORD Academy 


To find out more, please 
visit www.ox4.uk.com. 


Planet IT. Oxford Brookes delivered a 
fun and active ‘Your Future’ workshop 
and The Early Intervention Hub ran three 
insightful wellbeing sessions. 

The programme also focused on 
raising attainment in English, Maths 
and Science and maximising student 
engagement through enrichment, 
sporting and cultural activities. Students 
enjoyed planning around the world 
journeys using literacy and numeracy 
and getting involved in sports such as 
trampolining and street dance. 
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Bringing wildlife 
to your garden 


FOLLOWING another lovely 
phone call from a reader 
this week, again requesting 
a specific subject to cover, 

| was asked to give ten 

of my top tips for wildlife 
gardening: 


@® Build a pond, have 
flowers/shrubs/trees with 
different coloured, shaped 
and smelling flowers at 
differing times of year, loads 
of dead wood, and grasses 
of differing length. 


® Grow climbing plants 
against walls and fences 
and up the middle of shrubs 
and trees. 


@ Leave water sources for 
the birds. 


@ Grow some native plants 
that support a much greater 
range of native wildlife, 

but variety is often just as 
effective in a garden so let’s 
not get bogged down in 
native and non-native. 


@ Free expert advice 


Oxfordshire Smoking Advice Service 
supporting people through the process of quitting 


@ Don’t use chemicals, the 
natural balance will develop 
so that predators increase. 


@ Provide pollen rich 
flowers and nectar 
throughout the year. 


@ Leave cracks in paving 
for hibernating and hunting 
beasties. 


@ Next boxes for birds and 
boxes for bats can also be 
good. 


@ Leave prunings and 
leaves under your shrubs 
and hedges so hedgehogs 
have somewhere to sleep, 
breed and hibernate. 


@ Leave grass to grow long 
under some shrubs, these 
damp areas can be great 
for amphibians. 


Get thinking and come 
up with your own micro 
habitats out there in your 
own gardens. 


Want to quit “4 
smoking? 


Use your local NHS Stop Smoking 
Service and you’re up to 4 times 
more likely to succeed. 


@ Prescription stop smoking 
treatments to help beat cravings 


@ Ongoing support from an NHS 
trained adviser 


Call us today on 0845 40 80 300 


Because life’s better Smokefree. 


SMOKEFREE 
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What's On at The Leys Children’s Centre 


September and October 2013 
| Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | ‘Thursday | ‘Friday 


NEW! PEEP for Babies # ESOL* NEW! Oxford Family 
Cuddesdon Autumn Cooking* 9.30-10.30am. Starting 18 September Parenting Course* Mediation Drop-In 


Corner Starting 23 September Call 01865 395145 9.30 am — 11.30 am Starting 26 September 9.30-11.30am 
9.30 am — 11.30 am 9.30 am — 11.30 am 
: _ Stay & Play NEW! Aanes Smith Stay & Play 
For Mikko Enticknap Stay & Play with lunch (smail fee) Creative Writing* aoe Genie with lunch (small fee) 
call 01865 773263 for Babies, dads, 11.00am-2.00pm Starting 11 September Gradvice chismtie 11.00am-2.00pm 
. : mums and carers including: 9.30 am — 11.30 am monevadviceand debt Dads Worker available 
(Linked with Orchard 1.00-3.00pm. © Speech and Language Book Sessions* 46 hae i es ) 
Meadow School Contact Mikko Enticknap. _| Advice available 16 and 23 October . Sea 
01865 778609) 42.00—1.00pm 9.30 am — 11.30 am ee eee Saturday 
Improvers ESOL* and atc bobaiis 


i Dad’s Zone 
For Anne Wells Starting 16 September | @ Lone Parent Advisor —_| Midwife Clinic papelivapaier iad taal 


. -i i 10.00 am-1.30pm. 
and Valerie O’Malley 1.45 pm — 2.45 pm advice and information For pregnant and i Contact Glen Se veiey 
call 01865 779615 Last Tuesday of month feeding mums. Asian Women’s Group 01865 773263 


The Listening Centre 12.00-—2.00pm For post natal and baby 1.00-2.30pm 
For Camille Kalaja 12.30—9.00pm. checks, support and advice | Contact Anne Wells 
call 0789 995 8316 Phone 01865 794794 Job Centre Plus 12.30-2.00pm 
1.00-2.00pm. drop-in or phone 01865 


See Joumana at 221696 for an appointment. Coming Soon 


Cuddesdon Corner. : 
New Baby Group, inc COURSES: 


The Listening Centre The Breastfeeding Cafe Creative Sewing, 


5.00-9.00pm. For parents and children Basic Counselling Skills, 
birth to 12 months Maths Skills for Adults, 


eecccccccscsece® | 4009 30pm Helping your Child with Maths, 
« PARENT FORUM ; Contact Mikko Enticknap Christmas Cooking 
Tuesday 10 Contact Camille Kalaja SINGLE SESSION: 
September for Breastfeeding Café Jewellery Making 
9.30-11 am 
Cuddesdon Corner 
@eee0aee0e000808080080 


The Listening Centre 


5.00-9.00pm Creche places will be limited for 


courses and single sessions. 
id For information on other PEEP groups A £5 refundable deposit is required for each course. 
in the area contact 01865 395145 For more info contact Anne Wells on 01865 7779615 


Parents Coffee Morning 
Orchard in the Parent Room, 
Mead OW 9.00-10.00am 


01865 778609 


Family Links* Stay and Play 
Pe Coola 9.00-11.00am 9.15-11.30am Saturday 
: Contact Rachel Walding Maluchy (Little Ones 
Contact Karen Hopkins Stay and Play sata A m, nail 
12.45-3.00pm School. 


Call Agata 07874 187 704 


H Stay and Play Time for Toddlers 
Windale 9.30—11.30am 9.30 — 11.00 am 
01865 777796 Contact Catherine 
Westbury-Cook 


Contact 01865 779615 
Lindsey Hart 


01865 395145 Stay and Play 
1.00 —3.00 pm 


Infant Feeding Talks Baby Massage Baby PEEP 
Leys Health For pregnant women Starting 10 September 1.30-2.30pm. 
Ce ntre 11.00am-—12.00pm. For Babies from 8 weeks Call 01865 395145 

To book an appointment old living on The Leys 

Contact Camille Kalajaon | 1.00 —2.00 pm 


01865 788688 Contact Linda Picton 
01865 788688 


Th e PEEP for 1s Sparklers PEEP for 2s 
9.30 am — 10.30 am 17 September 9.30-10.30am : ; ; 
Dovecote PEEP 0 - 2 years 1 and 15 October For information on registered 


liahiifaais Avenue 1.00 pm — 2.30 pm btee an ines 4 childcare available on The Leys contact 
ontact Ru onaiason . . . . 
Call 01865 395145 01865 779615 Oxfordshire Family Information Service 


on 08452 26 26 36 


@acens| EVERYONE WELCOME! nu a 


7 Find more information on our website: Chifdren s Centres 
Sure Start www.theleyschildrenscentre.org for famili »xfords! 


werw codicer cha hire prea J 
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Shopping at the heart of your community 
Visit us at www.templarssquare.com, 
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Arts and culture 


Shopping Centre. register for our newsletter or join us on Facebook 


TOP MUSICAL 


TALENT 


IN ITS annual main fundraising 
event Pegasus draws some 
iconic names and prodigious 
talent for The Big Weekender, a 
diverse music programme from 
14-16 November including folk, 
jazz/blues and classical styles. 

Oxford’s Roberts Pianos 
is supporting the weekend 
by supplying a top quality 
instrument for the performers’ 
use. 

Opening the weekend is 
folk legend Peggy Seeger. 
Peggy is well known for her 
solo recordings as well as 
more than 100 with other 
performers including husband 
Ewan McColl. Born in North 
America in 1935, she comes 
from musical parentage 
(modernist composers Ruth 
Crawford Seeger and Charles 
Seeger) and is half brother to 
folk musician and composer 
Pete Seeger. As well as writing 
and performing traditional folk 
music since the 1950s, Peggy is 
a political activist. Some of her 
most recent recordings appear 
on ‘Celebrating Subversion’ 
from 2012 and she continues 
to perform live around the UK 
and in Europe. Today she lives 
in Oxford where she moved in 
2010. Her latest CD Everything 
Changes will be released at the 
end of this year. Peggy will be 
performing with Oxford based 
folk group Kismet. 

Saturday evening presents 
Kate Dimbleby and the Honky 
Tonk Angels. Kate and her band 
make their debut at Pegasus 
with POETS & PINA COLADAS, 
an evening in which Kate 
weaves her shimmering vocals 
around some dangerously 


ua 


irresistible songs by Bessie 
Smith, Sophie Tucker, Dory 
Previn, Kirsty MacColl and 
Simon and Garfunkel, among 
others. Featuring Naadia Sheriff 
on piano/vocals, Jonty Fisher 
(bass/ukulele) and Sophie 
Alloway on drums. A natural 
born performer, Kate, daughter 
of broadcaster David Dimbleby is 
described by The Times as ‘One 
of the most versatile singers on 
the jazz/blues circuit. opening up 
her own Third Way, part-cabaret, 
part pop concert’. Her 2012 
album Songs of Dory Previn was 
included in the Sunday Times 
Top Ten Albums of that year. 
The weekend is topped of on 
Sunday evening with a comedy 
string quartet Graffiti Classics. 
Formed by a group of young 


é 


Kate Dimbleby and her Honky Tonk Angels play at the Pegasus in November 


graduates from London’s top 
conservatoire’s who met whilst 
street-performing in Covent 
Garden, the group have since 
performed for presidents and 
royalty and guested with major 
orchestras such as the Royal 
Philharmonic. Their 16 strings, 
eight dancing feet and four 
voices make classical music 
wickedly funny and exhilarating 
for all ages, bursting the elitist 
boundary of traditional string 
quartets. 


Thursday 14 to Sunday 16 
November 2013 

The Big Music Weekender 
Pegasus, Magdalen Road 
Oxford OX4 1RE 


GET ALONG TO THE GATHERING 


SHORTLISTED for Best New Festival 
and Best Metropolitan Festival at the 
UK Festival awards, Gathering returns 
this autumn following on from last year’s 
hugely successful inaugural event. 

Taking place on Saturday 19 
October, the festival stretches the 
length and breadth of Oxford’s Cowley 
Road, encompassing all of OX4’s best 
established and under the radar venues. 
One wristband gives you access to over 
40 bands in 12 hours. 

Headliners Local Natives bring their 
afro-pop influenced indie rock to Oxford 
all the way from LA. They released their 
sophomore album Hummingbird earlier 
this year to critical acclaim. Earlier this 
year London Grammar released their 
stunning Metal & Dust EP with a swirling 
soundscape of ultrasound drumbeats, 
powerful vocals and fragile guitars 
blended together. Temples look set to 
continue what has already been a busy 
year with their brand of well-crafted 
psychedelic pop. 

Two piece Drenge, comprised of 
brothers Eoin and Rory Loveless, have 
had a busy year so far which looks set 
for even bigger things following the 
recent release of their self-titled debut 
album. Having also just released their 
debut album Cannibals With Cutlery. 


CRAFT CORNER 


Pom Pom balls 


Hailing from Alabama, Waxahatchee 
crafts lo-fi acoustic guitar pop. Her 
latest offering Cerulean Salt was met 
with critical acclaim from all angles, 
describing her to be 'one of US indie’s 
most vital and compelling voices' 

Female fronted Findlay, fresh off 
tour with Jake Bugg, bring a surly blues 
attitude which has drawn comparisons 
to The Kills from NME. Having wooed 
crowds recently at Dot To Dot Festival 
with her own brand of energetic dance 
pop Chldée Howl also joins the line-up. 

Following well-received slots on the 
BBC Introducing stage at this years 
Reading and Leeds Festival, Denai 
Moore joins the Gathering line-up. Her 
soulful, piano led songs have won over 
the likes of Plan B and Tom Odell who 
both count themselves as fans. 

Oxford locals Spring Offensive are 
an inventive guitar band with driving 
rhythms, best showcased on recent 
single Speak which led Radio One DJ 
Huw Stephens to recommend them as 
his tip of the week. 

For the uninitiated, Gathering brings 
you an eclectic programme of up and 
coming acts alongside more established 
artists. 2012’s line-up featured Dry The 
River, Bastille, Peace, The Staves, Lucy 
Rose and Spector. Tickets are on sale 
now for the price of £25, and 200 tickets 
at £20 are available to OX4 residents, 
only from Truck Store. 


Venues include O02 Academy Oxford, 
The Bullingdon, East Oxford 
Community Centre, Cowley Road 
Methodist Church, Port Mahon, Truck 
Store and St John The Evangelist 
Church. 


Tickets on sale now from the following 
outlets: 


Truck Store, O2 Academy Oxford 
Box Office, Ticketweb, See Tickets, 
WeGotTickets. 


More information is available from www. 
gatheringfestival.co.uk 


1. Place your dough nut shapes together and 


start to wrap the wool around. Keep going 
until you have hardly any space left to post 


THIS is a fun way to use up those scraps the wool though. 


of wool from left over projects. Its easy to 
do for all ages and often has surprising and 
delightful results. 


2. The most important thing is to cut out 
two dough nut circle shapes out of the card 


board. 
You will need: Some wool, odd bits or a new 


ball and a piece of cardboard, such as an old 
cereal box. 


3. The very first time | tried to make a pom 
pom, | only use one circle to wrap the wool 
around and it did not work. You need two 
circles so you can get the scissors into the 
wrapped ball and cut around it. 


ae | 


4. When you are happy with the amount of 
wool you have wrapped around, carefully 
cut around the edge, so that you can open 
it up and tie another piece of ball around the 
middle of the finished ball to secure 

it tightly. 


They make wonderful stress balls ...and 
we all need those. 
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many people can't, at least not at 
those prices. 

But the wedding industry 
is dwarfed by the battalions of 
matchmaking websites that we 
have nowadays. The office of 
matchmaker has a long and 
honourable history, especially in the 
Jewish community, as anyone will 
know who has seen the musical 
“Fiddler on the Roof’. But the 
personal matchmaker, who knows 
his or her clients in a small and 
friendly community, seems to be on 
the way out. Too often nowadays 
people who want to find a long-term 
partner, or even a wild night out with 
a friendly companion, simply hit 
a few keys on their computer and 
bingo! The website has shovelled 
£50 or more out of their bank 
account and in return offers them 
a few heavily-retouched photos of 
likely finds. Of which you can be 
certain of two things only — hardly 
any of them will reflect in any way 
the things that most matter to you, 
and very few of them will live within 
50 miles. The modern Romeo 
needs a fast car and poor eyesight, 
two things which don't go well 
together. 

After a few decades of resolute 
singleness and a feeling that The 
One, if she did indeed exist, wouldn't 
be likely to trip daintily out of a 
computer for my benefit, | reluctantly 
tried two of these websites. The 
results were five or six amusing 
conversations with people | never 
met and never will, and two actual 
meetings. One of them is still a good 
friend, but lives many miles away 
and neither of us (I think) sees the 
other as marriage material. The 
other one met me for a pleasant 


By Alan 
Witton 


Cupid or 
cupidity? 


HEARTFELT congratulations are 
offered to our respected Editor, 
Sarah Edwards, for the happy news 
she put in her editorial last month. 
And also to her new husband, who 
probably already knows what a 
lucky man he is. 

Not everyone gets anywhere 
near the institution of marriage. 
Nowadays people often live together 
and raise families without the benefit 
of a wedding ring. The task of acting 
as bridesmaids and pageboys 
when the couple do eventually get 
married, sometimes devolves on 
their teenage children! 

| couldn't agree more with Sarah 
that many people are tempted 
to spend far more than they can 
afford to tie the knot. The traditional 
costs of marriage, including the 
fees to the parson and the clerk 
and of course the cost of the ring, 
are often dwarfed by the cost of 
four-figure wedding dresses, room 
hire and food for the reception, and 
sometimes a flight for fifty guests to 
the other side of the world for that 
tantalising wedding in paradise. It 
makes you wonder how anyone 
can afford to get married at all. And 


D L HANCOCK 


day out but | never heard from her 
again. And getting out of one of 
these websites once you're in it, 
requires a cool head and a superb 
sense of timing. Once you've had 
your automatic subscription renewal 
taken out of your bank, tough, 

you can’t cancel for another year. 
Sometimes | think these websites, 
or at least the methods they use for 
extracting money from the unwary, 
are as much a public menace as the 
payday loans industry. 

What is the solution? Well 
perhaps we could all heed Hamlet's 
agonised cry: “I say there shall be 
no more marriages!” If that is too 
radical for your taste, why not go 
back to the time-honoured system 
of the lonely hearts column? If our 
Editor allows me, | would like to 
submit the following copy. With due 
respect for factual accuracy, it would 
probably have to read something 
like this: 

“M, 69, brain still functioning 
but body showing its age, seeks F, 
preferably younger, own home and 
solvency an advantage. Likes steam 
train rides, holidays, crosswords, 
Mars Bars and the sound of his 
own voice. Dislikes tobacco smoke, 
housework, cooking, gardening and 
do-it-yourself. Likes food, especially 
when prepared by others. Good (but 
seriously warped) sense of humour. 
Not averse to a bit of serious 
mischief (with curtains drawn of 
course) with the right candidate. 
Contact Box No. ----, Leys News.” 

And if that brings all the single 
ladies running, well, | shall be very 
surprised. But pleasantly so. Form 
an orderly queue, girls, no pushing 
at the back please! (Dream on, 
Alan). 


LTD 


Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons 


Eatabished 


19 vears and atill independent 


WE ARE NOW OXFORD'S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTOR 


 Acarng traditional 24 hour service 
provided by Mr, Hancock and his team personally 


at i a at 


Serving Chifond and all Surrounding Areas 
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Private Chapel Of Rest 


a 


Jaguar Fleet of Funeral Cars 


Perfect Choice 


Funeral Mans 


Rernier at 
The atin Ad dist 
oft Fureral [u EC. 


Tel: 01865 767780 (24 Hrs 


126 London Road, Headington. 


ONFORD OXS GED 
www dlhancock.co.uk 


) 


Rotary Cheb of 
Oxford Spwes 


e med 
FOOD FOR 


By Jane Yates 


| HAVE just come back from shopping 
at the supermarket and picked up 
their free magazine. | had just been 
buying strawberries, soft cheese and 
whipping cream to make a cheese 
cake for my youngest child’s 20th 
birthday which is in a few days. 

As | sat in the garden flicking 
though the magazine | was struck by 
all of the healthy meal ideas and came 
across the healthy cheese cake. Oh 
| thought to myself that would have 
been a much better option as | have 
been trying to eat healthier. 

| have always been a bit of a junk 
food addict, as can be seen by the 
photo of my food cupboard and also 
quite lazy, as when | had no one to 
cook for | would just get a bowl of 
cereal. 

Nope! This is got to change | had 
thought as | finished the last Jaffa 
cake from the box and carefully 
recycled it. 

| am a huge fan of twitter 
so entered the Jack Fm show 
competition to win healthy food, 


THOUGHT 


October 2013 


so snapped a quick photo of the 
unhealthy food in my cupboard and 
sent it off. 

| was delighted to win, which 
was not only healthy food but also 
a visit from Jack’s Boy’s as they did 
the radio show from my house. OK, | 
am struggling a bit, a lifetime of cake 
eating cannot be overcome in one 
day, | wish they would invent sugar 
patches, like nicotine patches! 

But as you can see from the 
other photo | managed to make an 
egg and veg pie which really did 
taste as nice as it looks. 


he 


World Pooh Sticks Championships 


Sunday 13 October 2013 
Day s Lock, Little Wittenham 


Run by the Rotary Club of Oxford Spires & Friends 


Burgers & Hot Dogs, Teas & Cakes, Drinks & Snacks 
Bouncy Castle, Face Painting and other stalls 


Visit our website www.pooh-sticks.com for one-way traffic route 


to the parking at The Earth Trust, Wittenham Clumps 


Solo Championship 
Team Event 


(entry only by website, limited number of teams) 


i] ‘ 
*as voted for by readers of COUNTRYFILE Magazine 


The Rotary Club of Oxford Spires Charitable Trust Fund Registered charity no. 1132474 
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Oxford Academy most improved 
school after GCSE results soar 


CELEBRATIONS are taking 
place at The Oxford Academy 
after a huge increase in the 
number of students achieving 
the Government's floor target in 
their GCSEs. 

The Academy saw the 
percentage of students 
achieving five A* to C grades 
including English and Maths 
rise from 26 per cent in 2012 to 
42 per cent in the 2013 results. 
This represents an improvement 
of 62 per cent from last year 
and along with 83 per cent of 
students achieving 5 or more 
A*-C grades, The Oxford 
Academy is the most improved 
school in Oxford with an added 
value of 1005, up from 976 in 20 
12. 

David Brown, Executive 
Headteacher, said: “| 
congratulate students on their 
achievements and want to 
praise staff for the inordinate 
amount of hard work they have 
out into supporting students as 
they prepared for these exams. 
| was confident we could raise 
standards and | am over the 
moon with these results. We 
now have practical measures 
in place across the Academy to 
ensure that standards rise even 


HELLO! 
My name is Sobia and | am the 


Brookes Bridges Manager at Oxford i 
Brookes University. | am sure you are 
thinking what does that mean? Let 

me try to explain to you. The main 
purpose of Brookes Bridges is to run 
courses in the Oxfordshire community 
for adult learning. The idea is if you 
have been out of education for a while 
or you never got that chance to go far 
in education and you need a second 


chance that perhaps a Brookes 
Bridges course is for you. 
| want to talk a little bit about 


myself. | was born in Oxford and 
grew up here. | had great parents 
and always felt loved. My parents 
came over from Pakistan to England 
in the 60’s. They did not know much 
about the education system here 

also my dad was always working and 
mum did not speak great English. 
Unfortunately | was bullied throughout 
my school life to the point | ended up 


in hospital. 


However | carried on and got ten 
GCSE’s | then did a secretarial course 
as | did not know want to do, and | did 


not think | could do much either. 


a job at Oxford Brookes and started to 


more and this is also reflected in 
our Year 10 results. | would also 
like to thank parents and carers 
for their continued support of 
The Oxford Academy. It is in 
unison with students, parents, 
staff and our local community 
that we will continue to make 
such progress.” 

Eighty three per cent of 
students achieved 5 or more 
A*-C grades, which is a 34 per 
cent increase on last year. Five 
A*- C passes including English 
and Maths increased by an 
exceptional 62 per cent to 42 
per cent and students have 
achieved a 100 per cent pass 
rate of one A*-G. Compared 
to national predictions for 
these students put forward by 
the Fischer Family Trust, The 
Oxford Academy has improved 
its predicted rate by 77 per cent, 
demonstrating that it is making a 


significant difference to students’ 


learning across the ability range. 
Four students have 

exceeded all expectations 

gaining five A*- A with a total 

of 35 students gaining at least 

one A* or A. Alfie Rushen, 

15, (pictured) was one of 

these students gaining two A*, 

one A, three Bs and four Cs. 


done before. 


get on slowly but worked with amazing share this with you. 


and inspirational people which 


encouraged me. | was surrounded 
my great academics. | thought | want 
to have a degree | can do this as well. 
So for the last five years | have been 
studying for a part time degree in 
International relations and Sociology. 


You will be seeing me regularly 
writing for Leys News on what 
Brookes is doing in your area. If you 
have any ideas on courses that you 
want to do in your areas get in touch 


with me. 
Best wishes 


This may sound rather cheesey folks | Sobia 


but it has changed my life. | have 
gained so much confidence and | am 
doing things that | would never have 


| have been to the House of 
Commons due to my charity work. | 
have met some amazing people, such 
as the Queen for my Brookes work. 
Doing this degree has been one of 
the best things | have done. It feels 
liberating. Well | could talk about 
| got myself all day, which | am sure you 
can gather! | felt that | wanted to 


» = 


Alfie commented: “This is my 
proudest achievement to date. 
I’m coming back to the Sixth 
Form in September because l’d 
never get the oer | have had 


anywhere else. I'll be studying 
Maths, Art, IT and Performing 
Arts. | then hope to pursue a 
career in graphics or IT.” 


Tim Campbell with Sobia Afridi of Brookes University 


Apprentice 
winner 
gets 
students 
in the right 
zone 


| THE Oxford 


Academy was 
delighted to 
welcome Tim 
Campbell, winner 
of the first series 
of The Apprentice, 
on 5 September. 
Tim used his first- 
hand experience of 
achieving against 
the odds to inspire 
Year 11 students 
to get in the right 
zone to succeed 
in their final year. 
Tim talked about 
how to overcome 
challenges and stay 
focused, giving the 
group a boost to 
their confidence at 
this crucial time. 
Thanks to our 
partner, Oxford 
Brookes University, 
for organising Tim’s 
visit. 
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WHAT'S ON 


in the Leys 


ADVICE 


@ Agnes Smith Advice Centre 


Gives free independent and 


impartial advice. Drop-in sessions 


are in the centre on Mondays 
2.00-—4.00pm and Fridays 
10.00am-12.00pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
10am-12pm. 

@ 01865 770206 


Leys Job club 

Free one to one support 
for unemployed job 
seekers (you don’t need 
to be receiving benefits). 
Help offered with CV, 
application forms, 
advice about courses, 
apprenticeships and 
volunteering. Also free 


workshops in Food Safety, 
first aid, IT, English, Maths 


and ESOL. 


@ Judith, 07769 235 395 


Leysjobclub@gmail.com 
CHILDREN 


BLAP: Afterschool club 
Outdoor and indoor activities 
for yrs 8-13 in a structured 
environment. 3.00-5.30pm. 


£1 per session (5 sessions £4) 


@ 07530933690 
and 01865 236646 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your local area with a Leys News Classified 
ad. Advertise your business from as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). To book your space ring John on 01865 711756 


CRAFTS 


WITNEY SEWING AND 
KNITTING CENTRE 

We are a family run business 
whose aim is to provide 
customers with a friendly and 
efficient service for all their sewing 
and knitting needs. 

We have an extensive range of 
haberdashery and provide repair 
and maintenance services. 


61 High St, Witney OX28 6JA 
@ 01993 702772 


HEATING 


HOT ON! 


HEATING SPARES 
— 


TOU CAN 
We supply gas, oil, water and 
commercial heating spares in the 
uk and abroad to customers all 
over the world! 
Tel: 01865 779925 
Fax: 01865 748035 
Mob: 07821530828 
info@hotonheatingspares.co.uk 
www.hotonheatingspares.co.uk 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 

71 Long Lane, Oxford OX4 3TN 
@ 07960 328170 

Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


Dovecote Afterschool Club 
Tuesdays—Thursdays, 3.15- 
5.00pm, £1.30 per session. 
@ 01865 712299 & 
07974234661 


@ Breastfeeding Café 
Mondays, 1.00pm-2.00pm 
at Leys Children’s Centre, 
Cuddesdon Corner. 

@ Camille, 0789 995 8316 


Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of 
activities and advice for young 
people. @ 01865 772886. 


@ Maluchy group 

for Polish speaking families 
with children ages 0 to 5 years. 
Saturday, 10.00am-11.30am, at 
Pegasus School. 

@ Agata, 07874 187 704 


Brownies: 
Thurs, Holy Family Church Hall. 
@ Jennifer Pleass 07886 757338 


@ 35th Oxford Scout Group 
@ Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 
duncan@35thoxford.com 


Rainbows 

For girls aged 5 to 7. 

Fridays during term time, 
5.30-6.30pm, at the Holy 
Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 
@Alexandra, 07804 500313. 


CLEANING 


Solo Assist Domestic Cleaning 
Services 

(including end of tenancy). 

@ Marilyn on 01865 308067 

or 07990 630332 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, OX4 4GP 
Tel: 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 
@ 07417 439520 


GARSINGTON BABY AND 
TODDLER GROUP 

Needs new children to come and 
join the fun! 

Wednesdays 9.30-11.30am(term 
time only) 

@ Garsington sports &social 
club(on Denton Lane) 

£1.50per family(includes drinks 
and snacks) 

Everyone is welcome 

@ Jess 07930957654 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
@ 01865 469069 

& 07884 318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EX 
%@ 01865 775849 


@ Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 


A quick gui 


please ring 


@ Leys Kiddie Club 
Thursdays, 9.30am—2.30pm, at 
Dovecote Family Drop-in Room. £1. 


@ Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30-9.30p at Sandy 
Lane West. Boys and girls ages 
13 to 18. 

@ 01869 259681 


@ Mother and Toddler 
Bounce 

Trampoline Sessions suitable 
for mothers and toddlers held 
on Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am. 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre. 
@ Fiona, 07891 419793 


@ Strawbery Fayre 
Majorettes 

Training every Wednesday at 
the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, 7.00-9.15pm. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


Tiny tots majorettes 

At the Barn in Nightingale Avenue, 
Wednesdays, from 6-6.45pm. £3. 
New members welcome. 

@ Eleen Filer 01865 717781 


@ Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4.00-5.00pm 

£1.20. For 14-18 year olds 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre 


Dominos Pizza 

57 Between Towns Rd, OX4 3LR 
@ 01865 777137 

Papa John’s Pizza 

80 Rose Hill, Oxford, OX4 4HS 
@ 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS 

@ 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 

34 Cowley Rad, Littlemore 
OX4 4LD 

@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, OX4 6NQ 
@ 01865 792037 


GARDENS 


The Garden 

99-100 The Market, Ox1 3YD 
@ 01865 240709 

Acorn Nursery 
Stadhamptom, Oxford 

@ 01865 891663 


Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, OX1 5AR 
@ 01865 326066 


Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, OX4 7EF 
@ 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford 
@ 01865 326066 


de to what’s 


available locally. If you 
have a service or event 
you'd like to include, 


01865 711756 


EDUCATION 


#@ Able Centre 
Free courses in Maths and English. 
@ Nicky, 01865 728688 


H Blitz IT Courses 

IT for beginners, internet, 
email, file management, PC 
maintenance and more. 

@ 01865 714492 


Blackbird Leys Library 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, 
use of computers for adults and 
children, photocopying, reading 
group, holiday activities. 


Opening times: 
Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am-12pm 


and 1.30-5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am-12.30pm 
Friday Closed 


LEISURE 


@ Irish dancing. 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and 
Thurs, 5pm. 


@ Boxing Club. 

Tues and Thurs 7.30-9.00pm, 

at Youth Centre, Blackbird Leys Rd. 
@ Tony Gibson, 01865 432995 
@ The Oxford Community 
Choir. All welcome. 

@ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannahsings@gmail.com 


PETE'S GARDENING SERVICES 
RHS qualified. For help 

in your garden 

please call:01865 429166 

Email: petedalton2000@ 
googlemail.com 


FOR SALE 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children/ babies fashion 

clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Full set of Golf Clubs with trolley 
plus pair of golf shoes size 9. 
@ Dave, 01865 775365 


Elap invalid car seat for easy/ 
exit. Fits medium four door car. 
Cost new £500 sell nearest £150. 
Possible to deliver. 

@ 01865 774526 or 07570 894483 


Start your own business 

with Neals Yard Remedies. 

For more info call Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HATRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 
OX4 4XP 

@ 01865 775817 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in 
threading eyebrow/full face. 
Beauty treatments, holistic 
therapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, 
Oxford OX4 3PH 

@ 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


Blackbird Leys 
Swimming Pool 
Blackbird Leys Road. 
General swimming times are: 
Mon & Fri, 5.45-6.45pm; 

Sat & Sun, 11.145am-1.00pm, & 
1.30-2.30pm 

Prime Time for over 50s: 
Mon, 12-1.00pm; 

Wed, 11.30-12.30pm 

Water Workout: 

Tue and Fri, 12-1.00pm 


Slimming World 
Thurs, 12-1.00pm 


@ 01865 467040 
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BBL Leisure Centre 
Zumba: 
Mondays, 10.30-11.30am 


Body Balance: 
Tuesdays, 11.00-12.00pm 


Legs, Bums, Tums: 
Wednesdays, 10.15-11.15am 


Body Pump: 
Thursdays, 9.30-10.30am 


Pilates: 

Thursdays, 10.30-11.30am 
Boxercise: 

Fridays, 10.30-11.30am 


Overs 50s indoor cycling: 
Mondays, 11.30-12.15pm 


@ 01865 467020 


MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 
Qualified, Professional, 
Experienced. Great Results 
Ladies cut & blowdry... £15.00 


Men's Gut tees aerencaere £8.00 
Ghilldrenigsssssss e222. £6.00 
Perms (including cut) ..... £38.00 
Highlights....... from £38.00 


(including cut) 
@ Jenny, 01865 776777 
& 07501 787 123 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 
94 Blackbird Leys Rd, OX4 6HS 
@ 01865 778709 


Spirit Hair Design 
Tel: 01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


ZUMBA FITNESS PARTY 
Wiggle & Giggle yourself fit! 
Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm at The 
Oxford Academy School, Sandy 
Lane West. 

Party Yourself into Shape! 

Latin inspired dance fitness. 

£5 per class (five classes ina 
row for price of four!) 


@ 07714 248177 
zumbasarahoxford@gmail.com 
www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, Ox4 7ZD 
@ 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness 
Club, Kassam Stadium 

@ 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


October 2013 


Blackbird Leys 
Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way 

The Club is looking for new 
members. Open night every 
Thursday from 6.00pm 

For further details contact: 

@ David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


OLDER PEOPLE 
@ Prime Time Over 50s 
group 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-3.30pm, 
at Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre, 
Pegasus Road (£1.50). Keep fit, 
bingo, indoor bowls, speakers, 
activities and trips. 
@ 07534 740589 


H Golden Circle 
@ Mrs S Williams, 01865 770626 
and 07748 999522 


@ Silver Circle 
@ 435954 (Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre) 


@ Monday & Friday Lunch 
Club 

Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue 
Ox4 7Wd. 

@ Anne Appleton, 422231 


@ Leys Community Church 
Over 60s Club 

Wednesday afternoons. 

@ Keith Templar, 715815 


@ Grandparents’ Stay & Play 
Bring your grandchildren to the 
Leys Childrens Centre drop-in, 
specially for grandparents. Weds 
1-3 pm at the Dovecote. 


The Clockhouse 
see box on 
opposite page 


PROPERTY 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY 
@ 01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, OX4 6TJ 
@ 01865 772303 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, OX4 2NH 
@ 01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 

Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 
OX4 21Z 

@ 01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, OX4 7UD 
@ 01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys 
@ 01865 773486 
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WELLBEING = The Listening Centre NOTICES ™@ Leys Community Church 
Counselling service based at LOCAL ee on Sunday, en at the Oxford 
Oxfordshire Mind Cuddesdon Corner Family Centre. I k Academy, Beecroft Room (includes 
Short courses, groups and other | @ 01865 794794 Leys Community Mar et CH U RCH ES special oivities for ee and young 
support are available for anyone | m survivors COME and enjoy shopping with a dierence! Freshly —______— people). 
with a mental health problem. Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird grown and home produced goods... ; from local P| Church of the Holy Family | @ Chipper and Anna Betts, 07985 
To find out more drop in to the Leys Community Centre. ee eaves es ee to genet Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 982804 
Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St | 9 30am-3.30pm. A self-help feoyaeie peaslaba a tsand more. Enjoy atasty | children’s activities. ™ Chrisco Ministries 
ae Hall, 26 Between Towns group of people who use or have || Next date atthe Barn, Ni ean paionte rene Aaa worship. Most ae at ent oe ee Z the 
ry 01865 247788 ac da a oo : iene t anaerobes taiaath Church Office Hou Mondays (except enon ogee ea 
oe for. to share experiences. Lunch | finan bank holidays) at 6.30- 7.30pm. For © @ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 
@ Skiptrix Fitness Class vailable for £4 enquiries, hall bookings, wedding ™ Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Get fit, tone and lose weight. pal fece es 1975 Blackbird Leys Allotment Association have arrangements. Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys 
Thursdays, 6.30-7.15pm at the = vacant plots to rent on Kestrel Crescent site Fellowship for Bible: Study, discussion Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
Ark T Centre, Cowley. @ Yoga For All and Sorrell Road site. and prayer. Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 2nd children’s liturgy; and at 6.00pm. 
Satudays, 10-10.45am at the Experienced Yoga teacher. A 10 pole plot costs £23 per year and a five pole costs @& Revd Heather Carter. 01865 @ 01865 776903 
Barn, BBLeys. £4.00 per class. @ Linda Highland, 01865 432570 | | £11.50. Pensioners receive a 10% discount. 778728 & Rev Adam Stevenson, @ Christian Harvest Ministries 
a Trish, 07957754355 ™ ZUMBA Fitness Party @ Reg Curnock, 454524 01865 714163 Meets at the Jack Argent Room at 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk Tues, 6.30-7.30pm at The Oxford | | Es r.curnock@ntlworld.com www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk Bee See Centre, Sundays, 
Tai Chi & Qigong — poate schoo, candy hans Nest Si ™ Redeem Christian Church of God @ Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 
Class every Thursday morning | @& 07714 248177 Socialist Party The Levys WI Meets at the Leisure Centre, Pegasus 
9.45—10.45am. United zumbasarahoxtord@gmail.com Meeting y Road. Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Reformed Church, top of www.zumbasarahoxford.com Last Tuesday of every Meets the first Wednesday | sunday Service: 3-6.00pm 1A Chester St, off Iffley Road, Oxford 
Cowley Road. Gentle exercise month at Leys Links of each month, 7.30pm to Bible study on Fridays: 7-8pm, except OX4 1SL. 
suitable for all ages and abilities. To have your events Centre,Blackbird Leys | | 9.30pm, at The Clockhouse.| _ last Friday of month. Saturday First Service: 9.45am -11am. 
£5 & £6. First class half price. listed please call Road ‘st arts 7.30pm @ Sue 07786158229 @ 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 Second Service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
@ 07974185554 " : : www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk Bible quiz plus free bible. 
01865 711756 or email: @& (208 9888777 E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk www.freebible.org.uk 
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The clockhouse Community Centre —® Gardening club ™ Crafts group for over 50s __ m NEW! Recycled jewellery-making 
Long Ground, Greater Leys, OX4 7FX (look for the clocks on the roof) Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys = Wednesdays 11am-12.30pm. Bring your We plan to offer some low-cost sessions 


@ 01865 395908 Es clockhousecdi@btconnect.com Hees peed Sa ris knitting, crochet, or sewing and have a this autumn, with Age UK Oxfordshire. 
Our sessions are either low-cost or free, Oe ssa ety olka cle natter. Beginners very welcome. £1. Get creative and make great jewellery 


£2 per meeting. Adults of all ages very for one fl M d 
! ‘ ae presents or for yourself! Men an 
and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! welcome. @ Creative writing for over 50s women both very welcome. 


= Welcome event tea and cakes ™@ Games club for over 50s Next meeting: Thursday 3 October: Beginners very welcome. Five sessions —_ gage tel: 395908 to find out more. 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? Enjoy playing dominoes, scrabble or a AGM. Hear about SLIGO activities on Wednesday afternoons, 1.30-3.00pm, Evening activities group 

Or not been for a while? Meet others and wide choice of other games, with this this year and discuss future plans. from 25 September to 23 October. £2 per Join the CLANGers (Clockhouse Activity 
find out more, at these FREE, friendly _ friendly and sociable group. The club is Share your memories of gardens and session. Tel: 395908 to check if space. Nights Group) at our friendly evening 
socials. For everyone aged 50 and over, meeting on these Monday afternoons: 30 gardening, and enjoy a social get- ee socials. Meet others, relax, chat, and 
living on the Leys. We run lots of great, September, 7 October, and 21 October _together afterwards. pie eee 


ig ; Seated and standing exercise to help get Make new friends. Adults of all ages 
low-cost activities. For date of next (no meetings on 14 or 28 October). All m™ Yoga for over 50s more supple, and boost energy. (Starts Welcome! £2 includes tea/coffee/biscuits. 


meeting call 395908. sessions 1.30 to 3.30 pm. £1. Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. Sepiemiber) ture evan © Bring a bottle if you'd like. 
™ Over 50s advice : Beginners welcome. Every Tuesday, Next meeting: BINGO NIGHT on 
oer @ Line dancing for over 50s 10-11 £2 
FREE monthly, confidential, advice on —Mham. ze. = Computer courses for over-50s Wednesday 30 October, 7-9pm. 
: Monthly dances. No partner needed, wm Singin tartunit 50 ; 
benefits, debt, housing and consumer . ; Inging for run tor over oUs Learn at your own pace with the Tel: 395908 for details, 
beginners very welcome. Next one: Thine face oe bet | : : 
issues. Outreach session at the Monday 14 October,, 1.30 to 3 pm. £2 ink you can't sing?—we bet you can! ~—_Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete ™ Community Gardening 
Clockhouse, by Agnes Smith Advice a "No pressure, or reading music, just relax beginners very welcome. Improve your Adult volunteers of any age are 
Centre. To book an appointment please i City Council—Councillors’ Surgery Nd enjoy singing in good company. digital photography skills, or how to make needed and welcome, to help keep the 
tel: 01865 395908. Monthly drop-in session to meet city Aimed primarily at people livingin and == DVDs and calendars. Clockhouse courtyard garden looking 
Next dates: Monday 30 September, councillors and discuss any concerns. Near the Leys. Tuesdays, 1.30-3.30pm. —_ £1 per session. You need to book a beautiful. Regular work parties held. 
10am-12.30pm and Monday 21 October No appointment needed. First monday of Weekly throughout October, exceptno —_place. For more info call 07951149724, Next ones: Thursday 10 October and 
10-12.30. (12-12.30pm is ‘drop-in-— no the month (except Bank Holidays) at the Session on 29 October. FREE. or 07962 887379. Thursday 14 November, both 2-4pm. 
appointment needed). Clockhouse, 6.30-7.30 pm. For details call 395908. For details call: 395908. 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


@ Parish Council ™ Rae Humberstone —Labour — Oxfordshire County 
75 Little Bury, Blackbird Leys. Council 
Chairman: Gordon Roper @ 01865 779678 
Vice Chair: Mrs Ann Booker cllrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uks Leys & Lye Division 
Non-position holders: Tanya : 

j i Val Smith and Rae Humberstone will = Val Smith —Labour 
Prescott, Chris Hatton, Brian Lester, 4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD 


Cyril Martin, Mrs Sheila Smith, Pat be doing street surgeries every other 
Stannard week. They can also visit people in ‘@ 07767 446051 


their homes—ring or email to make val.smith @oxfordshire.gov.uk S & R CHI LD S 


For further details telephone 01865 arrangements. #@ Richard Stevens —Labour 

716943 during office hours of 9am— Flat 6 Eaton Court, Water Eaton Road, FUNERAL SERVICES 

5pm, Monday to Friday. Send mail Northfield Brook Ward Oxford OX2 7QT Mizteggel puke dleel genoonnlon ofCalidls Gaelly 
to Parish Council, 13 Bailey Road, Bicteve Cannan ane @ 07725 353031 

Oxford, OX4 3HU. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, OX4 1TG richard.stevens@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


@ 07941 785538 


Also check leysonline.net to find out SranhenCunans s@vahoorco lic 
about Parish Council Meetings. F @y ts = Member of Parliament 


™ Scott Seamons —Labour 
Flat 14, 113 Oxford Rd, Ox4 2GY Member of Parliament for 
— Oxford City Council @ 07910 595047 Oxford East 

cllrsseamons@oxford.gov.uk 


#@ Andrew Smith —Labour 


Blackbird Leys Ward Unit A, Bishops Mews, 


; Steve Curren and Scott Seamons 
# Val Smith —Labour have a surgery at 6.30pm on the Transport Way, Oxford OX4 6HD 


4 Flaxfield Road, OX4 6QD first Monday of the month at the @ 01865 595790 

@ 07767 446051 Clockhouse. andrewsmith.mp @virgin.net 
valsmith@gmail.com 
or cllrvsmith@oxford.gov.uk Surgery: Every third Friday at the 
(her city councillor entry) Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 


1a Part of Dignity plc. A British Company 
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OXFORD WHEELS 


Sn GREATER LEYS 
FOOTBALL TEAM 


SHORTLISTED FOR GRANT 


Coventry to play the Coventry 

City Derby Dolls in their very 

first open door bout. This was 

only our two as a team so even 

though the Dolls were nervous, 

we were still novices ourselves! 

A normal team roster consists of GREATER Leys Youth Football 

14 players, but we had only ten Club, has been shortlisted 

OWG ladies ready to skate! for Skipton Building Society's 

We arrived to watch the Mixed Grassroots Giving Campaign. 

Scrim opener match before our The club is one of 1000 other 

own and saw some newbies applicants for community funding. 
Having made it to this stage, the group 

is now calling upon people across the 

Leys to vote for them to be one of the 

160 organisations to receive a £500 

donation, as it all now comes down 

to the community to choose who is 


October 2013 


awarded the funds. 

Applications for Skipton’s 
Grassroots Giving campaign have 
been coming in thick and fast to the 
Uk’s fourth largest building society and 
Greater Leys Youth Football Club is 
one of the lucky few to be to shortlisted. 

The group’s aim is to provide football 
services to the local children in the 
area and gives them an opportunity to 
socialise and make new friends. They 
recently started a new team of under 7s 


to reach out to the wider community and 
offer opportunities to younger children. 
This also offers families a chance to 
get involved with the club. 

lan Fieldwick, a representative of 
the club, said: “We are always looking 
to reach out to more kids but it is not 
easy running a club like this with limited 
resources. The funding would mean we 
can put things in place to help develop 
our younger team, and help these 
youngsters grow in the coming years." 


from several teams around the 
: country play and do really well. 
We were getting excited just watching them, so when it was 
time to kit up and get on track, we were definitely in the game 
mindset! 
The first whistle went, and the pack was released. The 


second whistle, and the jammers pelt out from behind their line 
to fight their way through the pack to lap us and get through 
to score some points. Coventry put up some excellent walls, 
stopping our jammer and making our blockers work hard to 
make a gap to get that jammer through. We battled hard but 
Coventry took up an easy lead in the first half. We skated hard 
and low and threw some good hits, but the first half was in 
Coventry's favour—123 to 42; we were 81 points. How were we 
ever going to catch up? A minute passed and no one spoke. 
Then, collectively, we decided that this wasn’t the match we 
wanted to play. 


We came here to win! We immediately started talking 
strategy and tactics, and decided what was working well and 
what wasn't. Team spirit lifted and more determination put into 
our skates, we were ready for the second half. 

Our jammers were a law unto themselves and our blockers 
had booty checks that were epic. We got lead jammer, we 
made gaps, we swept the other team out of the way and pretty 
quickly our points were creeping up. Our tactics were working, 
we were doing good! Our energy was up and we were now 
proper contenders to this match! The crowd was going 
absolutely mental; we clawed our way back up from minus 80 
points and we kept a steady pace...we could do this. In the last 
5 jams, we were tied, then lapped, then tied, then lapped, then 
the final jam. On a tie. No pressure then girls! 

The penultimate whistle was called and we got on track. 
We kept our walls strong and kept Coventry’s Jammer trapped 
behind us. Our Jammer, off like a rocket, round the track to 
score us our WINNING POINTS! We had done it! 

The Jam was called off and we had won! The crowd 
couldn't believe it! We couldn't hear from the screams and 
cheers! The final score was 184 to 179 to Oxford Wheels of 
Gory. By jove, did we work hard for that one; victory never 
tasted so sweet. Everyone worked so hard that day and we will 
have to have a rematch soon to test our wits and skills again! 


oxfordwheelsofgory@yahoo.co.uk 
www.oxfordwheelsofgory.co.uk 
Facebook: Oxford Wheels of Gory 


Eire Og Oxford 1-11 
v St. Dympna’s 0-13 


Oxford won the Herfordshire 


Senior League title by a 
point against St. Dympna’s 
and denied the Luton side 
a fifth title in a row. In an 
engrossing and spirited 
encounter an Oxford point, 
deep in injury time, ensured 
Eire Og an historic first title. 
St. Dympna’s had the 
better start with Ciaran 
O Leary popping over a 
first minute point which 
was quickly followed by 
another from Darren O 
Donnell. Oxford responded 
with points from Thomas 
Gaughan and wing back 
Conor Briody before taking 
the lead with a free from 
speedster Piers McGlynn. 
Three points from Ciaran 
Gallen put the St. Dympna’s 
men ahead before Kevin 


Gaelic team brings 
GAELIC footballl club Eire Og championship to 


Oxford for the first time 


from Mark O Callaghan 
inches over the bar for 
Oxford. The game entered 
a rather scrappy patch and 
four pointed frees, two for 
each side, left the Luton men 
in the lead by the minimum 
on 23 minutes. Cormac 
Healy scored the best point 
of the first half from over 
forty yards out for Dympna’s 
before the Oxford duo of 
McGlynn and Gaughen cut 
the deficit to one. Gallen had 
the last word in the first half 
to bring his total to seven and 
this left half-time score at ten 
points to eight. 

The Luton men tried 
to turn the screw early in 


wasteful and kicked four 
wides before Piers McGlynn 
made it a one point game 
on 37 mins. A purple patch 
followed for Dympna’s and 
they kicked three points from 
substitutes Conor Killian and 
Paddy Flaherty and a free 
from the irrepressible Ciaran 
Gallen. 

Leading by four points 
with ten minutes of normal 
time to go Dympna’s looked 
uncatchable but a series of 
injuries interrupted the flow 
of the game and Oxford 
manager John Gaughen 
made some substitutions. 
Oxford began to geta 
stranglehold on midfield 


tackling of Ciaran Coughlan 
and furrowing skills of Colm 
Fitzgerald. The clichéd long 
high diagonal ball caused a 
goalmouth scramble in the 
St. Dympna’s square and 
Thomas Gaughen somehow 
booted the ball into the net to 
leave a point in it with three 
minutes to go. Gaughen 
pounced again a minute later 
to level the game and this 
cued up a frantic finish from 
both sides. Deep in injury 
time, Piers McGlynn pointed 
from 30 yards and, while 
Oxford led the game for only 
the second time, this proved 
to be the winning point. Eire 
Og were jubilant when the 
final whistle blew and captain 
Odran McShane accepted 
the League Cup which will 
winter in the city of dreaming 
spires by the Isis for the first 
time. 


Morrissey fisted a long pass 


Three points for Hinksey 


By Stuart Parsons 


HINKSEY came away from South 
Harrow with three points despite 
finishing the game with ten men as 
they beat last season’s Division One 
East's Champions, Rayners Lane, 


exacting revenge for having to accept 


defeat twice last season. 

Ryan Curtin opened the scoring 
after receiving a deep cross from 
Denel Thomas at the back post, he 


shot the ball back across the goal and 


into the bottom corner of Rayners 
Lanes goal to give his side the lead. 
Hinksey built on that and 

mounted wave after wave of attack 
on the Lanes goal, not allowing their 
opponents anytime on the ball. As 
they set up camp in Rayners Lanes 
half Jack Dunmall collected a long 
cross field ball, beat two defenders 
and floated a cross to the back post 


which was met by Curtin who headed 
the ball into the net doubling his sides 


lead minutes before the end of the 
half. 

Hinksey continued to dominate 
the game in the second half playing 
some really attractive football and 


penning the Lane back in their half for 


long periods. The Bulls won a corner 


the second half but were 


helped by the courageous 


his clean sheet. 

Despite being reduced to ten men 
Hinksey continued to hold onto the 
ball and create chances. As Hinsey 
became more comfortable with their 
lack of a player McMahon found 
Odhiambo who hit the ball first time 
and rifled it into the top corner making 
it 5-0 to the Oxford side. 

The Bulls substitute Adam Doyle 
cut the ball inside to McMahon who 
Cruyff turned his man gaining himself 
the space to smash a long range shot 
that arrowed over the keeper and just 
under the cross bar rolling down the 
back of the net, claiming his second 
of the game. McMahon then gathered 
the ball by the half way line and took 
a shot and was very unlucky to see 
his spectacular effort hit the cross bar 
having left the keeper stranded. The 
game came to a close with the score 
6-0 to the Division One East table 
toppers. 


through their continued pressure 
which Curtin whipped in and Thomas 
bought the ball down and played it 

to Johnny McMahon who casually 
curled the ball into the top corner past 
the rooted keeper. 

The Lane started to get more into 
the game and as they pushed forward 
Hinksey caught them on a quick 
counter attack. The ball was played 
long to Dunmall whose first touch took 
him past his marker. He then slipped 
the ball to Anaclet Odhiambo who 
poked the ball past the on rushing 
keeper to give his side a four goal 
cushion. 

The Lane weren't dead and buried 
yet and on a foray forward Julian 
Smith was dubiously judged to be 
bought down by Hinksey’s Tyrone 
Brackett in the Bulls area and was 
awarded a penalty. Before the Lane 
took their penalty Thomas recieved a 
second yellow for dissent and Hinksey 
were reduced to ten men. Callum 
McCarroll stepped up to take the 
penalty putting the ball to Jon Beames 
left but Beames saved, his second 
penalty save in two games. The ball 
was pushed back out by Beames and 
Dujon Desagurante followed up but 
Beames got their again maintaining 


For more match reports and up to 
date information on the side you can 
follow us on Facebook and twitter 
or visit our website, http://www. 
afchinksey.co.uk/. 

The Bulls currently have loads of 
different advertising and sponsorship 
opportunities at the moment for info 
email afchinksey@rocketmail.com 


